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parently in careful consultation 
with Albertans. 
 
(5.13) We will take leadership 
on the issue of climate change 
and make sure Alberta is part 
of crafting solutions with stake-
holders, other provinces and 
the federal government. First 
steps will include an energy 
efficiency strategy and a re-
newable energy strategy. 
 
(5.14) We will ban gas drilling 
in urban areas. 
 
(5.15) And we will protect the 
Castle Wilderness Area. 
 
See SAGE letter in this News-
letter to Premier Notley on the 
NDP environmental platform. 

An historic election this month 
represented a call for responsible 
governance. From the NDP Plat-
form, the following describe 
promised ‘action on the environ-
ment’: 
 
(5.9) We will establish a green 
retrofitting loan program that 
will assist Alberta families, 
farms and small businesses to 
reduce their energy usage af-
fordably, which will reduce en-
vironmental impacts and create 
jobs in the construction industry. 
 
(5.10) We will phase out coal-
fired electricity generation to 
reduce smog and greenhouse gas 
emissions and expand cleaner, 
greener sources, including wind 
and solar and more industrial 
cogeneration in the oil sands, all 

of which will improve both the 
environment and the health of 
Albertans. 
(5.11) We will end the PCs’ 
costly and ineffective Carbon 
Capture and Storage experi-
ment and reinvest the 2015/16 
component of this project into 
construction of public transit, 
which will help reduce fami-
lies’ transportation costs and 
reduce greenhouse gases and 
other air pollutants. 
 
(5.12) We will strengthen envi-
ronmental standards, inspec-
tion, monitoring and enforce-
ment to protect Alberta’s wa-
ter, land and air. We will build 
standards based on independ-
ent science and international 
best practices, designed trans-

SAGE AGM  
June 11th 
Date and time TBA. 
 
Don’t forget to renew 
your SAGE membership! 
 
Keen for Green Fest, 
Galt Gardens, June 6th,  
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
Lethbridge Sustaina-
ble Living Organiza-
tion organizing AppleFest 
2015. To be involved, 
contact lethbridgeeco-
coop@gmail.com  
 
Weed Pull June 18th. See 
Oldman Watershed Coun-
cil. 

NDP Environmental Platform 

“Across Canada, people are coming to-
gether to guarantee the right to a healthy 
environment — with fresh air, clean wa-
ter, safe food and a say in the decisions 
that affect our health and well-being.” 
This is the vision of the Blue Dot Move-
ment in Canada. 
 
The Plan, according to David Suzuki, is 
for people to stand up, then neighbours 
get together to change cities, cities unite 
to change a province, and together prov-
inces can change a nation … it is a grass 
roots effort to move environmental sus-
tainability forward. To date, over 73,000 
people and 53 municipal governments 
have passed declarations recognizing the 
right to fresh air, clean water, and healthy 
food. See http://bluedot.ca/the-plan 

Blue Dot Movement 

On Monday, May 25th, the City of Leth-
bridge agreed to enter a fee-for-service 
partnership with Environment Leth-
bridge. The Council vote was 8-1, with 
Joe Mauro voting against the proposal. 
 
The fee-for-service will include environ-
mental education and begin the process 
of establishing indicators & benchmarks 
from which to measure future improve-
ments to our collective footprint. 
 
Environment Lethbridge has already es-
tablished a web and social media pres-
ence which will be expanded in time to 
include timely information on local activ-
ities and initiatives; opportunities for 
volunteer action; collaboration between 
groups by developing best practices; and 

quality environmental information appro-
priate for the local climate. 
 
The Municipal Development Plan / Inte-
grated Community Sustainability Plan 
(MDP/ICSP), which was developed by 
citizen and technical advisory committees, 
notes the importance of establishing indi-
cators and developing benchmarks for our 
environmental impact, including energy 
consumption, water quality, biodiversity, 
air quality, and waste management in the 
community. 
 
Stay in touch through Environment Leth-
bridge at http://environmentlethbridge.ca/ 

Environment Lethbridge Fee‐for‐Service Agreement 
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A Leading Voice for a Healthy and Environmentally Sustainable Community. 

Visit us at: http://sage-environment.org/ 

If you are interesting in getting involved, contact us at: 

sage-communications@sage-environment.org 

Southern Alberta Group for the Environment (SAGE) 

Page 2 

where people donate to a project online 
and receive perks (such as posters or 
dvds) for contributing! 
 
I was wondering if our upcoming pro-
duction could be featured in the SAGE 
Environment newsletter or on Environ-
mental Headlines of your website. Our 
project says a lot of about the environ-
ment and aboriginal culture. 
 
Below is a preview link of our campaign 
page when we go live. 
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/
gods-acre#/story 
 
The goal with 
our story being 
featured is to 
inform the pub-
lic on our cam-
paign and how 
to be a part of it. 
Many people 
don't know 
about crowd-
funding so our 
goal is to teach 
what it is along with our project cam-
paign. I have also attached our press re-
lease. 

My name is Kelton Stepanowich. I am a 
Aboriginal Filmmaker from Fort 
McMurray Alberta gearing up to shoot 
my upcoming short film "Gods Acre" in 
the Northern Aboriginal Community, 
Fort Chipewyan this summer with Abo-
riginal actor Lorne Cardinal. 
 
"Gods Acre” is the story of a older Abo-
riginal man being forced to adapt to a 
constantly changing world. Climate 
change has altered the way people live, 
bringing droughts and floods to previ-
ously unaffected areas. And yet, a man 
continues to live alone in the wilderness 
like his family before him. Even before 
global warming and it's catastrophic 
consequences, he was an outlier to socie-
ty. His roots remained firmly planted in 
the customs his family passed on to him. 
However, every day the outside world's 
problems are landing closer to his door-
step. Water is rising and swallowing the 
land his cabin stands on. Now, he must 
abandon his birthplace or adapt to the 
new conditions." 
 
To raise funds for the film our production 
is going to be starting a crowdfunding 
campaign on May 25th till June 25th. If 
you are not familiar with crowdfunding it 
is a method of raising money for projects 

Environment Lethbridge  
Fundraiser 

Rain Barrels—$70 each 
(Only 14 remaining for this 

Spring) 
Order Online: 

http://
www.environmentlethbridge.org/ 

“There are no real start-overs,  

Letter to SAGE: Crowdfunding for Gods Acre 

Interesting Links: 

If a Tree Falls: The Story of the Earth Liberation Front. 
Marshall Curry 2011. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfVAJ2aECOM 
 
Feeling a little overwhelmed by environmental challenges? A visit to this site is the antidote with tales of positive change and sus-
tainability: http://www.ecotippingpoints.org/ 
 
Because we care and because we are a bit anachronistic – knot tying essentials: 
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/stories/11-knots-you-need-to-know 

 
Hope to hear from you soon! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kelton Stepanowich (Director)  
Half Breed Films  
info@halfbreedfilms.net 587.646.9004  



The type and amount of waste that is 
disposed of in the landfill varies 
from city to city, and from year to 
year. It depends on affluence and 
attitude, and it changes depending on 
the types of collection that are avail-
able to the municipal resident. For 
example, the following chart com-
pares Lethbridge waste sources to 
Calgary and the Alberta average. 

 
Note that Lethbridge has a higher 
percentage of ICI waste than Calga-
ry, and much more than the provin-
cial average. Residential, on the oth-
er hand is significantly lower in 
Lethbridge than elsewhere.  
 
One could argue that the most 
fruitful focus for waste reduction 
in Lethbridge will be in the In-
dustrial, Commercial & Institu-
tional sectors. These sectors are 
responsible for managing their 
own waste and pay a tipping fee 
at the landfill ($60.50 per tonne 
for mixed waste). This can be 
compared to Residential waste 
which is collected by the City of 
Lethbridge and sent to the landfill, 
with fees being included in the utility 
statement. 
 
The next question is: What compris-
es the waste from each source? 
Based on statistics collected in Leth-
bridge and some provincial averages, 
the following picture emerges. 

Industrial, Commercial & Institu-
tional (ICI) waste comes from a 
number of sectors. Provincial statis-
tics suggest that half comes from: Ac-
commodation and Food Services; Re-
tail Trade; Health Care; and Manufac-
turing.  
 
The waste coming from ICI can be 
broken down into the following cate-
gories: 

 
 

The following chart shows that ICI 
comprises 58% of the total waste go-
ing to the landfill.  

Of that amount, the major types of 
waste include paper, cardboard, and 
food & yard waste. Much 
of this waste is clean and 
sorted at its source and 
could be effectively divert-
ed from the landfill as recy-
clables and compostable 
materials. 

Food & Yard 15% 

Wood 6% 

Paper 26% 

Glass 5% 

Metal 13% 

Plastic 10% 

Other 7% 

Corrugated Containers 15% 

Newspaper 5% 

Construction & Demolition (C&D) 
waste is derived mainly from build-
ing homes and buildings, renovation, 
and demolition activities. Like ICI, 
much of this waste is clean and sepa-
rated at the site, but becomes less 
recyclable or reusable once mixed 
together and sent to the landfill. We 
send about 60,000 tonnes of this ma-
terial to the landfill each year in 
Lethbridge. 
 
The waste coming from C&D can be 
broken down into the following cate-
gories: 

 
The following chart shows that C&D 

comprises 19% of the total waste 
going to the landfill. Of that 
amount, the major types of waste 
include wood, paper, drywall and 
roofing materials. With some 
effort, much of these material 
could be recycled back into the 
process used to make the product 
– asphalt shingles recycled back 

to make more asphalt shingles, for 
example.  

Brick & Stone 3% 

Paper 14% 

Metals 9% 

Wood 27% 

Concrete 9% 

Asphalt 5% 

Drywall 10% 

Roofing 12% 

Other 13% 
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Draft Report on Waste Management in Lethbridge  
Part 2 - The Statistics (… Part 1 in May newsletter & Part 3 coming in July) 



Willful Blindness, by Margaret 
Heffernan, is a well-written sur-
vey of what makes us blind in the 
present to what becomes obvious 
in hindsight. Much of the book is 
written for a corporate setting, but 
much of the research relates more 
widely to how we interact in soci-
ety or with the environment.  
 
One of the first ‘causes’ of blind-
ness is groupthink. When people 
homogenize their social environ-
ments with like-minded people, 
we become blind to differing 
ways of seeing the world. In addi-
tion, such groups tend to become 
more extreme in their perspec-
tives than they would have been 
individually: “This is natural but 
it isn’t neutral. In what he calls 
the “group polarization effect,” 
legal scholar Cass Sunstein found 
that when groups of like-minded 
people get together, they make 
each other’s views more ex-
treme” (16). This tendency to 
more extreme positions can be a 
threat to the credibility of all 
groups working towards social or 
environmental goals. 
 
The author uses a wonderful met-
aphor to describe how our views 
become more rigid over time: 
“Imagine the gradual formation of 
a riverbed. The initial flow of wa-
ter might be completely random – 
there are no preferred routes in 
the beginning. But once a creek is 
formed, water is more likely to 
follow this newly created path of 
least resistance. As the water con-
tinues, the creek deepens and a 
river develops” (20).  

The author goes on to say that 
“The longer we live, and the more 
we accumulate similar experienc-
es, friends, and ideas, the faster 
and more easily the water flows. 
There’s less and less resistance. 
That absence of resistance produc-
es a sense of ease, of comfort, of 
certainty.” 
 
Another ‘cause’ of willful blind-
ness is exhaustion and overstimu-
lation in modern society. “When 
we are tired or preoccupied – con-
ditions psychologists call 
“resource-depleted” – we start to 
economize, to conserve those re-
sources. Higher-order thinking is 
more expensive. So too are doubt, 
skepticism, and argument” (78). 
Heffernan quotes Harvard psy-
chologist Daniel Gilbert, “Not on-
ly does doubt seem to be the last to 
emerge, but it also seems to be the 
first to disappear.” And doubt is a 
necessary cognitive function to 
overcome the first ‘cause’ of 
groupthink. 
 
The author provides supporting 
research on recent neuroscience 
and anecdotal stories from her ex-
perience in the corporate world so 
support these observations. Ulti-
mately, she argues, we have many 
“drivers of willful blindness: our 
preference for the familiar, our 
love of individuals and for big ide-
as, a love of busyness and our dis-
like of conflict and change, the hu-
man instinct to obey and conform, 
and our skill at displacing and dif-
fusing responsibility” (198). The 
goal is to overcome these drivers 

to see what we need to see when 
we need to see it.  
 
One of these issues is climate 
change, which the author address-
es: “We don’t see things that are 
too far away, that are too distant 
from our own experience, too sep-
arate from our own concerns, or 
simply too complicated to assem-
ble. But we also don’t see things 
that are too far away in time, be it 
the past or the future. One of the 
reasons it has proved so hard for 
climate-change activists and ne-
gotiators to gain traction must be 
that the threat feels so far away in 
time – well after the heads of state 
responsible for it will have left the 
stage. Fear of change, of conflict, 
the pull of inertia, all of these help 
us to remain blind to something 
so far away in the future that it’s 
very easy to ignore it day after 
day” (179).  
 
She concludes that our monetiza-
tion of nature and paralysis in the 
face of institutional inertia make 
it unlikely that we can overcome 
our willful blindness. She encour-
ages, however, our Cassandras to 
keep speaking out. “Cassandras 
may see the truth, but they inspire 
fury because those truths were so 
energetically and 
necessarily hid-
den, and because 
their revelations 
demand 
change” (219). 
She hopes our 
modern Cassan-
dras will be 
heard. 

Willful Blindness (2014) 
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Response on May 26th, from Adam Woods, Premier’s Secretariat Division: 
“On behalf of the Premier I would like to say thank you for your letter from SAGE. Things are very busy at the mo-
ment and we are working very hard to earn the trust Albertans have placed in us. We are very happy that you folks are 
enthusiastic about our platform, and I know how excited we are to start moving forward on our commitments. As you 
know the protection of Alberta’s land, water, and wildlife has always been an issue of great importance to the Alberta 
NDP. On that note I would like to say thank you from everyone in our office for all the hard work you and your organi-
zation for the protection of our province. Thank you again for the email, and I hope you are well.”  


